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negotiations within his own Cabinet and corres-
ponded with his ambassadors direct. Eichel was
his sole familiar. Secrecy, which the King termed
the soul of public business, was thus preserved in-
violable. "To pry into my secrets/* he boasted,
"they must first corrupt me/'

This is not the place to marshal the disadvantages
to the State which the Prussian system of admin-
istration involved. At this stage it is sufficient to
note that it placed absolute power in Frederick's
hands and that he regarded it as a monument of
the highest wisdom. " If you depart from the
principles and the system that our father has intro-
duced," ran his warning to his brother and heir,
"you will be the first to suffer by it,*'

The ten years of peace were therefore not devoted
to structural reform. In the first year of his reign
Frederick had created a fifth department of the
General Directory. To it he entrusted first the
trade and manufactures of the whole kingdom and
later the posts and the settlement of immigrants
from other lands. In 1746 he established in like
manner a'sixth department, that of Military Affairs.
These changes merely developed the system of
Frederick William a little further. By a new de-
parture, however, the Government of Silesia was
made independent of the General Directory. For
reasons which the King never stated, Mlinchow be-
came the only minister for the province, and he was
responsible to Frederick alone. With this addition
the whole framework of government was stereo-
typed by an ordinance of 1748.